Substituted 3/12/13

Amended 3/12/19
Adopted 3/12/19


Introduced by Council Members White, Crescimbeni and Newby and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Gulliford, Freeman, Pittman, Anderson, Hazouri, Becton, Brosche, Schellenberg, Bowman, R. Gaffney, Morgan and Ferraro and amended by the Neighborhoods, Community Services, Public Health and Safety Committee:
RESOLUTION 2019-102-A
A RESOLUTION regarding the public health and safety concerns for the Residents of the city of jacksonville and the Town of baldwin; Urging the railroad industry to work cooperatively with each other, the city of Jacksonville and the town of baldwin, in order to be good CORPORATE CITIZENS; REQUESTING AND URGING THE florida legislature TO enact legislation impacting a change in the current railroad industry practices to provide a solution to current impediments to the public health and safety of the residents of the city of jacksonville and the town of baldwin; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION TO the presidents/chief executive officers of the RAILROAD INDUSTRY, THE SPEAKER OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA SENATE, THE MEMBERS OF THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, changes in railroad transportation, specifically in employing longer trains, has caused roadways to be blocked more frequently and for longer periods of time; and 


 WHEREAS, there exists public health and safety concerns when emergency vehicles cannot access neighborhoods due to trains impairing the ingress and egress to those neighborhoods; and 


WHEREAS, in addition to public health and safety, stopped trains block the ingress and egress to businesses, and have had a detrimental impact on business owners, employees and customers; and


WHEREAS, the residents of Duval County have experienced traffic delays, in some extreme cases over an hour, due to trains standing on the tracks; and

WHEREAS, the schedule of the trains and their movement cannot be anticipated, which if predictable would allow motorists to select different routes when possible; and 


WHEREAS, residents and elected officials have numerous times attempted to broker a sustainable solution with the railroad industry, and despite efforts a permanent solution has not been realized; and


WHEREAS, for the above reasons, the City of Jacksonville supports all legal measures to encourage the movement of trains and discourage the blockade of neighborhoods to the extent possible; and 

WHEREAS, members of the Duval Delegation have filed legislation, House Bill 309 and Senate Companion Bill 608, to prohibit a railroad train from blocking a public highway, street, or road at a railroad-highway grade crossing for more than a specified time period; and 


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville desires that the Florida Legislature be advised of its position regarding the public health and safety concerns for the residents of the City of Jacksonville and the Town of Baldwin, when considering any permissible measures to address the railroad transportation issues and concerns; now therefore 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.


Encouraging Cooperation and Sustainable Solutions. The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the railroad industry to work cooperatively with each other, the City of Jacksonville and the Town of Baldwin to be good corporate citizens. The City of Jacksonville further encourages the railroad industry to work collectively to find sustainable solutions, whether it be a reduction in the length of the train, an increase in transportation coordination, or alternate scheduling, in an effort to consider the needs of the residents and motorists in the municipalities through which the trains traverse. 

Section 2.  Requesting the Florida Legislature to enact legislation.  The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Florida Legislature to enact legislation, to the extent permissible, to impact a change in the current railroad industry practices in order to provide a solution to current impediments to the public health and safety of the residents of the City of Jacksonville and the Town of Baldwin. To the extent permissible, the City of Jacksonville supports HB 309 and SB 608.

Section 3.


Direction to Circulate. The Council hereby directs the Legislative Services Division to forward copies of this resolution to the President/Chief Executive Officer of CSX, President/Chief Executive Officer of Florida East Coast Railway, President/Chief Executive Officer of Amtrak, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, the members of the Duval County Legislative Delegation and the Governor of the State of Florida.

Section 4. 

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
​​​​​​​​​​​​     /s/ Paige H. Johnston_____
Office of General Counsel
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